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lary bone. The surface of the tumor below this portion is vascular and ulcerated, and projects downwards, and lodges, when the mouth is closed, upon the dorsum and side of the tongue. Although the jaws can be closed, the tumor very much impedes mastication and deglutition ; it never bleeds, and is painful only at times. Her health seems to be good.
She has been subject to toothache on that"side for the last two years, and at the beginning the pain was very severe; when the tooth had partly loosened from its cavity in the socket, a small lump appeared, about the size of a pin's head, on the outer side of the gum, in the situation of the second bicuspid or first molar tooth; she picked it off, but in one or two months it appeared again in the same place, and has been since growing to its present size; she had one bicuspid and a molar tooth removed by a surgeon about three months ago, which were sound and not loose, according to her account, and a decayed stump was also extracted a day or two after her admission. The tumor has much increased in size lately.
It is said by some surgeons that epulis is more common in the lower jaw, but there are before us several specimens of the disease from either jaw, and I have myself seen and operated, I think, on nearly an equal number in the upper and lower jaws; so that I do not know that it is more frequent in one than in the other.
It is said, also, that this tumor is generally seen in children or young persons; I have myself seen it several times in children, but the majority have been adults like our present patient, and like several of those from whom the tumors on the table were removed?thirty, forty, or more years of age; it is probable, therefore, that there is nearly an equal number of young persons and of adults subject to its formation.
If you examine the tumor on the table, you will perceive that it is solid and firm, and distinctly fibrous,.both to the naked eye and under the microscope, the fibres in the centre being evidently nearly perpendicular to the surface of the socket from which it derived its origin; this fibrous structure is most dense in the centre, and becomes softer and mixed with more granular structure towards the circumference, where it is covered by the mucous membrane of the gum, which is in some parts warty and very irregular.
When you remove such a tumor, you may find the surface of the bone from which it grows scabrous and irregular, or with spiculae projecting into the base of the tumor, the bone itself being hard and dense, so that you find it useless to endeavor, with a sharp chisel, (as I tried in vain in my patient,) to shave off the outer surface of the bone. In the other tumor, removed by Mr. Keate, some spiculse of bone projected into it from the bony palate ; its fibrous tissue is, however, rather less dense than in the one from the alveolar process, and the mucous membrane of the palate seems quite free from attachment to it, instead of being a part of the tumor, as in the epulis. The mode of operating in such cases as these is this : a perpendicular cut is to be made in the jaw on each side of the diseased growth, to the full depth of the part which you intend to remove; then you make a horizontal groove in the bone by means of Hey's saw, in a line at right angles with the former cuts, and then you can cut off the insulated portion of bone by cutting forceps, without the risk of the bone breaking horizontally beyond the proper distance, the depth to which your horizontal cut extends being greater in proportion to the hardness of the bone. The cutting forceps often exhibited in the shops consist, like this, of two equal semicircles, with straight handles, like pincers, when, of course, it is impossible to get the branch within to the right place opposite the outer one; nor does the turning of the handles get them sufficiently out of the way of the teeth of the upper jaw; you can effect this object, however, by the inner branch being It is probable, therefore, that the disease will return, for which she will have herself only to blame, as she has been informed of the chance she has incurred.
